
Lower Saxony Water Management, Coastal Defence and Nature Conservation Agency 

Resource efficiency in practice ï Closing mineral cycles ï  18 November  2014 in Brussels  

Nr.: 1 

Lower Saxony Water Management, Coastal Defence and Nature Conservation Agency 

 

 

Water Management in Cooperation with 

Agriculture ï  

Challenges and Solutions in Lower Saxony 
___________________________________________ 

 

Resource Efficiency in Practice ï Closing Mineral Cycles 
  

18 November 2014 in Brussels 

 

Hubertus Schültken 

 



Lower Saxony Water Management, Coastal Defence and Nature Conservation Agency 

Resource efficiency in practice ï Closing mineral cycles ï  18 November  2014 in Brussels  

Nr.: 2 

Contents 
 

1. The Challenge 

2. The Cooperative Approach 

3. Success And Lessons Learned 

4. Current Constraints And Need For Action 

5. Final Conclusions 

 

 

 



Lower Saxony Water Management, Coastal Defence and Nature Conservation Agency 

Resource efficiency in practice ï Closing mineral cycles ï  18 November  2014 in Brussels  

Nr.: 3 

Chamber of Agriculture (modified) 



Lower Saxony Water Management, Coastal Defence and Nature Conservation Agency 

Resource efficiency in practice ï Closing mineral cycles ï  18 November  2014 in Brussels  

Nr.: 4 

 

 

               1. The Challenge 
Á Diffuse Pollution from Agriculture 

Á Major Pollutant Nitrate 
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    2. The Cooperative Approach 
Milestones 1992 ï 2005 ï 2010é 
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376  Catchments 

160  Water Suppliers 

74    Co-operations  

12.760  Farmers  

Agricultural Land 

308.000 ha (12% of LS) 

 

Cooperative Approach in Water Catchments 
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Free Consultancy Service for the Farmers 
Measure Planning, implementation and impact monitoring based on 

statewide standards 

 Handbook for groundwater protection 

 Outcomes from pilot projects 

Data collection and assessment 

 Annual reports 
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